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Council
Dorset Council
Date: Thursday, 11 May 2023
Time: 6.30 pm
Venue: Council Chamber, County Hall, Dorchester, DT1 1XJ

All members of Dorset Council are requested to attend this meeting of the Full Council.
Chief Executive: Matt Prosser, County Hall, Colliton Park, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1XJ

For more information about this agenda please contact Democratic Services
Meeting Contact susan.dallison@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting, apart from any items listed in
the exempt part of this agenda.

For easy access to all the council’s committee agendas and minutes download the free

public app called Modern.Gov for use on your iPad, Android, and Windows tablet. Once
downloaded select Dorset Council.
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Page No
12 QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 3-4

To receive questions submitted by councillors. The deadline for
receipt of questions is 8.30am on Friday 5" May 2023.
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Agenda Item 12

Full Council
11 May 2023

Questions submitted by Councillors

Question 1 — submitted by Clir Les Fry

Following Natural England’s latest report on Nitrates in September 2022, the vast majority of
planning applications are still stuck unable to proceed. Developers are asking for advice and
guidance from Dorset Council.

Firms are becoming concerned about their staff as they scrabble about to find work to keep
them employed, they don’t want to let them go as they will be needed when applications are
approved. Much needed homes are not being built due to the delay in granting consent.

An amendment to the Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill will require the upgrade of all
sewerage treatment works serving more than 2,000 people, but this decision may still be
way off.

Can an update on the advice and guidance from the Council for developers be given so that
jobs are not lost?

Question 2 - submitted by Clir Les Fry

We seem to be going headlong down the Electric car route without much consideration of
the impact on the climate and our planet, electric cars emit no pollutants, so that’s all right
then?

We need Electricity to charge our cars and we know that here in Dorset we are short of
sufficient power for our Commercial needs, with some businesses unable to settle here in
Dorset due to the lack of electricity. We also seem to be totally ignoring the impact on the
environment with the significant mining required and precious metals needed to build our
batteries, see the Channel 4 program on mining in The Congo. | am aware of a possible
alternative Battery using Ceramic instead of Lithium, which is an exciting prospect.

We know that electric powered vehicles are not suitable for Agriculture, heavy industry or
Road Haulage to name just a few examples.

Fossil fuel powered vehicles are being phased out in a few years (from 2030 onwards), as
yet we do not seem to have a suitable alternative fuel source.

What is Dorset Council doing to explore an improved electric supply to the County and
alternative fuel sources, such as Hydrogen?

Question 3 — submitted by Clir Matt Hall

Would the relevant Portfolio Holder provide a figure for the numbers of residents who
had their parking permit renewed by taking the payment a week before the renewal
date and with no form of reminder being sent? Would the Portfolio Holder agree that
considering the current cost of living crisis that lack of any form of reminder was in
hindsight a mistake?
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